Mr. Skip Triplett

Chair

BC Gaming Review

PO Box 9827, Station Provincial Government

Victoria, BC V8W 9W4

DATE
Dear Mr. Triplett,

This submission is with regard to the review of Community Gaming Grants currently being conducted. We are writing to express concern about the erosion of gaming revenues to arts and cultural organizations in BC, which has negatively impacted the communities these organizations serve. 

When the government limits access to gaming grants or arbitrarily changes eligibility guidelines, these actions make it difficult for organizations, their boards, staff and volunteers to carry out their activities, projects and plans. It also creates uncertainty among those who supply and support these organizations.

In the past our organization received gaming funding for (insert name of program or event) and currently we have been denied funding for (insert name of program or event). We have had to (choose from the following: cancel (name of event/program), significantly reduce the (name of event/program), lay off staff and reduce operating costs.

Our organization is  (select 1 or 2 or both) 1) volunteer-based or 2) includes a large contingent of volunteers. These volunteers are community members who contribute their time and energy to helping our organization deliver our projects and services. They carry out a number of fundraising activities to assist with financing our projects and programs. They contribute greatly to the quality of life in our community. 

While many organizations activities are geared to children and youth, many programs are inclusive of all family members including grandparents, parents, aunts, uncles and other extended family. Access to gaming grants should not be limited to these organizations because they serve the broader community, which includes people of all ages.

Recommendations

We recommend the provincial government adopt strategic and informed policies to bring stability and better support for the organizations that rely on these grants. 

We recommend that out of the total amount allocated for gaming grants, a

known set percentage that is earmarked specifically for arts and cultural

organizations and programs be established. It is essential that a stable formula for allocation of funds be adopted and that eligibility guidelines remain consistent.

We recommend that eligibility criteria be re-expanded to include those organizations which were eligible prior to 2009, specifically professional and adult-based organizations and programs in the arts and cultural sector. 

We recommend that there be more transparency regarding the adjudication process. Transparency and confidence in decision-making can be achieved when staff has access to the broad knowledge found in our communities. We suggest that the grants be peer reviewed or reviewed by an ‘expert’ from the sector for ‘merit, quality or excellence’. This would add integrity and transparency to the process. Also, more support should be provided for the applicants in the form of information sessions, workshops or webinars.
We ask the province to honour the Memorandum of Agreement with municipalities and the BC Association for Charitable Gaming made in 1999, and that you begin your legislative review at this important historical point. We would like the province to support the spirit of these agreements, which recognizes the original and inherent right that charitable organizations have to gaming receipts. 

We appreciate the opportunity to submit to the review and thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely,

Your name

Your position

Name of your organization
